
Herefordshire VSA 
Berrows Business Centre 
Bath Street 
Hereford   
HR1 2HE 

Phone: 01432 261792  
Email:hfdpartnership@heref
ordshire.gov.uk 
www.herefordshirepartnershi
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Events   
Renewable Energy Seminar 

4 Sept 2008, 8:30-11:30 am 

Cutting Carbon, Cutting Costs 
Transport, Housing and Business 

24 Sept 2008, 1:45-5:00 pm 

Funding Fayre 

29 Oct 2008, 9:30 - 4:00 pm 

VSA 2008 Assembly 
4 Nov 2008, 9:15 - 3:30 pm 

Community  Development Conf. 

13 Nov 2008, 10:15 - 3:00 pm 

Community Cohesion Forum 
25 Nov 2008, 10:00 - 4:00 pm   

Must visit Websites 
Shaping Health and Wellbeing 

Information about the review of 
local health and care services 

www.myherefordshire.com/
shapinghealthandwellbeing/  

 
State of Herefordshire Report 

Updated information from 
Herefordshire Research Team 

www.herefordshirepartnership.com/
FactsAndFigures.aspx 

                
Commission for the Compact 

Good information about Compact 
www.thecompact.org.uk  

Visit VSA Website for more information  

 
The VSA aims to increase the influence of Herefords hire’s Voluntary and Community Sector  

 
Berrows Business Centre, Bath Street, Hereford, HR1 2HE Charity No. 1096451 Company No. 4625595 

This is a very important time for Herefordshire.  
 

How do the Council and the Primary Health Care 
Trust (PCT) deliver the services we need in a way 
that we can afford? 
 

Chris Bull was appointed as Chief Executive of 
both organisations last December and tasked with 
finding workable solutions to this question. 
 

Nearly one year on, we look forward to learning 
what Chris has come up with.  We are also 
interested to find out what role he sees for the 
Voluntary and Community Sector. 
 

It may also be an opportunity to ask Chris what he 
thinks of Compacts, local and national.     
Do they really help Partnership working and 
safeguard the independence of the sector? 

Chris Bull, Chief Executive of 
Herefordshire PCT & Council 

to address 2008 Assembly!  

The 2008 Voluntary Sector Assembly will be held 
at Bartestree Village Hall on 4 November 2008 

September 2008 
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It is over ten years since the 
first national compact was 
produced.   

Minister for the Third Sector, 
Phil Hope MP, has asked the 
for views from anyone 
interested in the Compact. 

· What sort of agreement 
should the Compact be in 
the future? 

· How can it be improved to 
make it fit for the future? 

· What would increase 
implementation 

· Should the Commission 
for the Compact have 
more powers? 

Currently the Compact is a 
mutually agreed undertaking 
that is freely entered into by 
both sides. 

However it is considered 
administrative guidance and 
does have to be taken into 
account when public bodies 
make decisions.   

One of the issues under 
consideration is:  

Should the Compact  be a 
legal obligation?   

Another consideration is:  

If it is legally binding for Public 
Bodies, should it also be 
legally binding on the 
Voluntary and Community 
(The Third) Sector ? 

With more opportunities for 
Voluntary and Community 
Sector to get involved in 
delivering Public Services, it is 
of increasing importance that 
there is some mechanism like 
the Compact to make sure that 
all partners are treated fairly. 

The 2008 Assembly will be 
debating these issues.  It was 
decided to hold the Assembly 
during National Compact Week 
so that Herefordshire Voluntary 
and Community Sector have an 
opportunity to feed back local 
views to The Commission for 
the Compact. 

There will also be an 
opportunity to discuss local 
Compact Codes.  

The consultation period runs 
until the end of Compact Week, 
10 November 2008. 

Visit  www.thecompact.org.uk  or 
The VSA Compact section  on 
the website www.thevsa.org.uk  

Future of the Compact  
VSA 2008 Assembly Debate 



Compact Volunteer Code 
from VSA Rep Sarah Crowley 

The Compact is an agreement 
between public bodies and the 
voluntary and community 
sector, to support and improve 
partnership working between 
the sectors.  

The Compact is intended as a 
framework that will guide the 
work the two sectors 
do together. It is 
underpinned by 
Codes of Practice. 

I have been part of the 
group that has been 
working on the 
volunteering code 
since February. This is 
the first code in the 
Compact to be worked on in 
detail.  

The Volunteering Code of 
Practice sets out a series of 
undertakings on good practice 
in volunteering for the voluntary 
and community, public and 
private sectors in 
Herefordshire.   

The aim of this code is to make 
a positive impact on the 
relationship between these 
sectors and their commitment 
to volunteering. 

The draft version of the code  is 
now out for consultation.  

It is important that voluntary 
sector groups see and 
comment on this document as 
once it is adopted, it will affect 
the way we work with public 
sector organisations.  

Contact 
If you have any 
comments or questions 
about this or any other 
volunteering issues 
please contact me, 
Sarah Crowley, 
through the VSA: 
admin@thevsa.org.uk 

To get a copy of the draft code 
and a comment form please 
contact Karen Stanton 
kstanton@herefordshire.gov.uk 

There is also a special 
‘Compact’ section on the VSA 
Website: www.thevsa.org.uk  
where you can download the 
draft code and link to the 
special consultation section of 
the Herefordshire website 

The consultation period runs 
from Thursday, 31 July 2008 
until Friday, 24 October 2008. 

South Wye Regeneration 
 From VSA Rep Dawn Killeen 

Over the last few months change and progress has occurred in 
South Wye .  After much consultation and discussion, the new 
Academy  on the site of the old Haywood School will open in 
September 2008 under Head Teacher, Mr John Shepherd. 

Newton Farm Community Association has opened a shop 
selling low-cost quality used goods.  The shop has received huge 
support from the community, who have both donated and bought 
goods.  The shop is presently unable to take either large white 
goods or furniture.   

If you have white goods for re-use, contact Lifesty les in 
Hereford, and for furniture Full House in Holme Lac ey Road. 

During the summer break a free recycling and swap shop day was 
held at the Belmont Community Centre .  The Green Bus with its 
informative displays on recycling which is used by Herefordshire 
Council was very popular.   

Herefordshire Cadet Force worked closely with the volunteers 
from Newton Farm Community Association to set up, manage and 
pack away the successful swap shop.  During this event a fashion 
show using clothing from the Newton Farm shop and worn by the 
volunteers who work there was held.  One of the leaders of the 
Cadet Force using used clothing from the shop showed how new 
outfits can be made from old.  Feedback from the event has shown 
that another such event after Christmas is required.  Free 
refreshments were supplied by Tesco who also provided free re-
usable bags, plants, seeds, and a display on how the company are 
reducing their carbon footprint. 

Finally, there has been much consultation on the new retail centre 
for Hereford which will be part of the Edgar Street Grid .  Many 
from the South Wye have commented that they have not received 
questionnaires on the proposals.  Many people living south of the 
river feel their opinions are as important as those on the north side,  
because if they want to shop locally, they have to cross the river to 
come into Hereford.     Contact Dawn at admin@thevsa.org.uk        



VSA Vision 
Herefordshire Voluntary Sector Assembly facilitates  voluntary 
sector representation within Herefordshire Partners hip and 
other bodies by: 

· organising the recruitment of VSA Representatives via 
election or appointment 

· reporting back to the Sector on the work of VSA 
representatives 

Herefordshire Voluntary Sector Assembly supports vo luntary 
sector representatives to represent the Voluntary a nd Community 
Sector on Herefordshire Partnership and other bodie s by: 

· arranging training for all new representatives 
· facilitating pre-meeting briefings for sector 

representatives 
· paying VSA Rep expenses and administrating the 

VSA bursary 
Herefordshire Voluntary Sector Assembly makes good 
communication possible as it: 

· knows what topics interest VCS groups  
· has a range of ways to contact VCS groups 
· is able to contact relevant VCS groups easily, 

forwarding information or seeking views 
· organises regular interest group meetings to update 

VCS, share information and discuss issues 
Herefordshire Partnership and other Partners use th e VSA to:  

· consult the sector 
· involve the sector 
· communicate with the sector 

The Voluntary and Community Sector value the work of the VSA,  
and attend VSA events because they know they will find out timely, 
relevant information and be able to network with colleagues. 

To find out more about the VSA Vision, read both versions of the 
Terms of reference, learn more about 2008 Assembly,  
Visit: www.thevsa.org.uk or Call Sue: 01432 323932 

The VSA Steering Group has  updated  the Terms of Reference 
to reflect the purpose of the VSA within the context of the Local 
Area Agreement , the Sustainable Community Strategy and the 
role now played by Herefordshire Infrastructure Consortium .    

 Summary of changes to Terms of Reference  
· Purpose of the VSA  The general work of the VSA is outlined 

before setting out the specific aims and objectives of the 
project. This includes reference to the Sustainable 
Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement. 

· Values (3)  These have been strengthened and now include 
Partnership working and transparency. 

· Membership (4)  Currently there is no mechanism to join 
or terminate membership of the VSA. The Steering Group 
believes that membership of the VSA, whilst still remaining 
free and open to all community and voluntary groups in 
Herefordshire should be an active process and not assumed. 

· Steering Group (5)  Officers nominated by Herefordshire 
Infrastructure Consortium replace those from the three 
founding organisations. Other changes in this section tidy up 
and simplify the previous Terms of Reference to make them 
easier to understand and more practical. 

· Appointment of Staff (6)  Member of Herefordshire 
Infrastructure Organisation replaces the three named 
founding organisations and costs to be met on full cost 
recovery basis to bring it into line with Compact. 

· Election of VSA Representative (7) Election process allows 
candidates to be elected unopposed where only one 
nomination is forthcoming. 

2008 Assembly Debate - VSA Review  

The Steering Group want to know your views on the new draft, to be 
debated at the 2008 Assembly on 4 November.  Please email your 

feedback to VSA Co-ordinator sue@herefordshireva.org 


